Nokubonga Duntsu has always been a high achiever. A graduate of the last intake from the Fasset-funded ORT SA CAT Work Readiness programme run in 2008, Nokubonga has excelled throughout her schooling and studies and her future only looks brighter. 
Coming from the Eastern Cape, Nokubonga was the top achiever at school in her Matric year. She received three awards from the Mbashe Municipality and Dinaledi for her achievements. In addition to this, she obtained a scholarship for three years from the Eastern Cape Premier to further her studies. Nokubonga knew immediately what route to choose as she had always loved accounting and maths and excelled in both. She studied her BCom in Accounting at the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University. In her first year of study, Nokubonga was selected with four other candidates to carry out vacation work at Sizwe Ntsaluba. Nokubonga was never one to sit back and take the easy road, and she worked on odd jobs throughout her studies, including assisting fellow students in the lab and as a liaison officer during the SA games in 2006 where she was chosen because of her outgoing personality to take care of participants and show them around PE. She also served on her church committee as Gender Educator and Transformation Officer throughout that time. This role, she says, showed her how to deal with different people and different cultures and also taught her a sense of responsibility.  
But the road hasn’t always been smooth for Nokubonga and after completing her BCom, Nokubonga joined the masses and began the challenging task of job hunting. Not finding any work in her home town, she decided to up her luck and seek opportunity in Gauteng. But this search continued for most of 2008, until finally towards the end of the year she saw an advert in the paper for the CAT Work Readiness programme. She was successful in her application and on completion of the course Nokubonga shined once again and was recognised as the top learner in her programme. After the course, Nokubonga made a successful application to Auditor General, and was given an offer of employment at the company’s branch in the Eastern Cape. Nokubonga had come full circle. 

She has now registered this year to do her CTA with UNISA, while working at Auditor General, with a view to become a CA (SA). Nokubonga’s message to other graduates who have not yet found employment is: “Everything is possible. Always see the future as being bright and it will be. You just have to initiate your own future, you are in control of that. At one point I was losing hope, but then thanks to FASSET and ORT, their programme gave me a reality check and reminded me that if I take control and believe in myself, I can make my future happen.”     

